
HARD TO PLEASE.
It is an old saying that none are so blind as those

who do not wish to see. And it is equally true that
none are so difficult to please as those who have no

desire to be pleased. This is strikingly exemplified
by the course of those few leading medical journals
whose editors have undertaken to place all the ob-
stacles possible in the way of successfully organizing
the Ninth International Congress in this country.
Although it was through the direct influence of a

report made by a special Committee of which Dr. J.
S. Billings and Dr. I. Minis Hays, editor of the
Medical News, were leading members, that the Amer-
ican Medical Association was induced to appoint a

Committee and authorize it to invite the International
Medical Congress at Copenhagen, in behalf of the
profession of the United States, to hold the next

Congress in this country, yet so soon as the Associ-
ation at its next meeting, held in New Orleans, in-
sisted on having the terms of the invitation carried
out by so altering and enlarging its Committee as to
make it properly represent the profession of the
United States, instead of a certain class in three or

four cities, these same men took the lead in claiming
that the Association; had no right to meddle with the
Congress in any way, or even with the Committee of
its own creation.
When, notwithstanding their protest, the enlarged

Committee, composed of able representatives from
the several States, held its first meeting, and had
only partially accomplished its work of preliminary
organization, and before any authorized publication
of the action taken, these same men, with a few
friends, backed by the MedicalNews, MedicalRecord,
and the New York Medical Jour nal, commenced a

sudden but well concerted scheme of revolt or with¬
drawal from all participation in the Congress "as
then proposed to be organized." This unprecedented
and most unjustifiable course was ostensibly based
on the pretense that the Committee had restricted the
American Membership to delegates from the Ameri¬
can Medical Association and the State Medical Soci¬
eties in affiliation therewith, leaving out the national
organizations of specialists, and thereby excluding
large and influential portions of the profession from
participation in the Congress. But when, after time
for further consideration, the Committee of Arrange¬
ments held anothermeeting, and unanimously adopted
Rules by which membership of the Congress was

opened to all " members of the regular medical pro¬
fession " in this and other countries alike, as fully as

has been claimed for preceding Congresses either by
Sir James Paget or Dr. Noyes, and from which all
allusions to ethical codes, creeds, or distinctions of
any kind were carefully excluded, the same parties
and organs declare that the Committee has offered
no compromises and has given no heed to the senti¬
ments of distinguished men in Europe.

When the Committee of Arrangements, after adopt
ing Rules with which the opposition could find no pos¬
sible fault, and filling a sufficient number of appoint¬
ments to constitute, under the Rules, the working
part of the Preliminary Organization of the Congress,
all further management of the affairs of the Congress
was transferred to that organization, thereby making
it as independent as any preceding Congress, theMed¬
ical News manifests its disgust by expressing the hope
that the nation may be spared the disgrace of having
the Congress held in this country, and singularly
enough the Medical Record, not quite willing to have
the Congress removed from this country, turns as its
last hope to some action of the American Medical
Association at its coming meeting in St. Louis for
relief.
Finally, when the members of the recently created

Executive Committee of the Congress itself hold
their first meeting, and, in accepting the responsible
duties assigned to them under the Rules of Organiz¬
ation, they declare that in doing so, it is with the
full understanding that their action is to be restrained
only by the Rules already adopted by the Committee
of Arrangements, all three of the leading organs of
opposition substantially charge the Executive Com¬
mittee with rebellion against the authority of the
Association, and with one accord, rehash and repub-
lish the full list of those who had declined months
previously to participate, not in the present organiz¬
ation, but in the organization as suggested at the first
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meeting of the Committee, in June last. Verily the
managers of those journals must be hard pushed for
material when they, by concert, resort to such sub¬
terfuges to keep up an appearance of opposition.
They well know that the republication of this, now
obsolete, list of declinations can have no effect in
this country, but they evidently hope to keep up the
impression in foreign countries of opposition to the
present organization, and thereby discourage attend¬
ance from those countries. It is evident, from all
the foregoing, that nothing has been done in the past,
or will be done in the future, pleasing to those parties,
except the action of the American Medical Associa-
ion in Washington in 1884, when, yielding to the
arguments of their own report, it adopted the reso¬
lutions by which they were appointed a Committee
with what they supposed to be plenary power to ap¬
propriate the chief offices of the Congress to them¬
selves, and distribute the rest among their personal
friends.

LACTIC ACID IN THE TREATMENT OF
LARYNGEAL PHTHISIS.

The suffering caused by tuberculosis of the larynx
is so great, and the treatment of this affection is so

unsatisfactory, that any remedy, which promises bet-
ter results than have been attained hitherto, will be
hailed with joy by physician and patient alike. We
do not wish to assert that such a remedy has been
discovered in lactic acid, but it has yielded such grat-
ifying results in the hands of a German physician,
that we think it should be brought to the notice of
the profession in this country. The physician in
question is Dr. H. Krause, a "privat docent," who
in his capacity as an instructor seems to have ample
clinical material at command. He has published his
experience with this agent in the Berliner klinische
Wochenschrift, of July 20, 1885, in an article en-
titled " Milchs\l=a"\uregegen Larynx Tuberkulose."
His attention was first directed to lactic acid as a

corrosive agent through a contribution to the Cen-
tralblatt f\l=u"\rChirurgie, No. 12, 1885, from the pen
of V. Mosetig-Moorhof, who had employed it with
great advantage first in caries fungosa, subsequently
in lupus vulgaris, superficial epitheliomata, and in
one case of broad, fiat papillomatous growth. Mose¬
tig-Moorhof found that the application of concen¬

trated lactic acid caused the diseased tissues to
assume the appearance of a blackish broth, while the
healthy structures remained uninjured. The epider¬
mis appeared softened and easily removable ; yet the
cutis was found to be intact. Dr. Krause says the
idea of using this acid in tubercular laryngitis was

suggested to his mind by the relation supposed to
exist between tuberculosis and lupus, and by the
unsatisfactoriness of all forms of treatment adopted
up to that time. Moorhof had insisted that in order
to destroy diseased tissues the acid must be brought
into prolonged contact with them ; but, realizing in the
outset the difficulty of making so thorough an appli¬
cation to the larynx, Krause was not sanguine of
success. He selected for his experimentation four¬
teen persons who had all been treated by means of
sedatives, antiseptics and astringents without notable
amelioration of the local symptoms. They all pre¬
sented, on physical examination of the chest, well
marked signs of pulmonary tuberculosis, and, upon
laryngoscopical inspection, evidences of advanced
inflammation. There were all gradations of the
laryngeal disease, from greater or less infiltration, or
mere ulcerous erosions to deeply penetrating ulcéra¬
tions, severe perichondritis and infiltration of the
highest degree, together with cedema of the mucous

membrane. These cases are described at length, but
their enumeration here would occupy too much space.
The tuberculous nature of the laryngeal affection,
Krause thinks, was placed beyond question by the
discovery in each of the fourteen cases of the charac¬
teristic bacilli.
The author first applied a ten per cent, solution of

the acid. The larynx was found to be quite sensitive
to it, although this effect was transient. As rapidly
then, as was deemed safe, he passed to the use of
solutions of twenty-five, forty, fifty, sixty, and even

eighty per cent. The weaker ones, up to fifty per
cent., were attended by the same insignificant symp¬
toms, whereas the stronger ones produced quite vio¬
lent effects, such as temporary spasm of the glottis
and a feeling of burning and dryness, which last per¬
sisted anywhere from one to six hours. Krause
thinks it necessary to rub the acid thoroughly over
the parts and allow it to remain in contact therewith
for a short time. As applicator he recommends a

not too soft piece of sponge or cotton. In order to
reach the more deeply seated ulcérations he em¬

ployed a syringe by which he applied the medicine
in drops. The more violent symptoms soon passed
into the sensation of a mild burning and a sourish
taste. Other subjective effects were not noted, and
even those described were greatly lessened by the
application of cocaine previous to the acid. The
laryngoscope now revealed a conspicuous paleness
and diminution in the thickness of those parts which
were previously red and swollen. Occasionally after
the application of the stronger mixtures, and con¬

stantly after that of the strongest, healthy portions
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